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Music by Best Not Broken
“Never Next Week”

The group Best Not Broken has been around since 2007, and members include Eric
Jackson (vocals, guitar) Mark Oswald (bass, vocals), Carlo Carluccio (drums,
percussion), and Anand Shah (guitar). It is quite an accomplishment as a band, especially
an indie band, to be together for 14 years. Starting out as a cover band, the group has
gone on to release three EPs. They were kind enough to conduct this interview via email.
Tim Board: How did the band get started?
Best Not Broken: BNB began as a cover band playing clubs all over New England. This
was a fun way to earn money and hone their live chops, but it was the most fulfilling
experience, creatively. Eric, as the head songwriter at the time, began crafting original
material mixing singer/songwriter elements with more of a pop/rock energy. The band
started making a name for themselves as one of the top groups to watch out for in the
region.
TB: How would you best describe your music?
BNB: Our music still carries elements of the singer/songwriter elements that Eric
specializes in, but since I (Mark) joined the group, we’ve experimented punchier synthrock and pop-punk touches. We’re constantly evolving while making sure to retain the
overall ‘Best Not Broken’ sound. We just want to get people out of their daily rut and enjoy
some happier moments. If they pass that positivity on to others, then that’s a huge bonus.
TB: You have opened for Pat Benatar, The Little River Band, Gin Blossoms, and
many others. What is something you have learned from these artists that has
helped Best Not Broken?

BNB: On a base level, it has improved our stage show tremendously. Opening for these
legendary artists means that we have to deliver the goods. We’re basically setting the
stage (pun intended) for the whole evening, so it’s up to us to get the audience pumped
up, even if they’ve never heard us before. It’s especially important when playing in front
of new people to try and make a personal connection. Even if we’re on stage and they’re
standing/sitting below, we have to draw them to us, somehow. From little things like eye
contact to bigger stunts like Eric jumping off stage and running through the crowd, still
playing his guitar the whole time, and eventually finding some tall surface to jump off of,
we want people to remember the good times they had with us.
TB: The group has released three EP’s ‘Somewhere Good’ in 2012, ‘Falling In’ in
2014, and ‘When Yesterday Comes’ in 2019. I know all three are special to the band,
but does any one of the three really stick out for you and why?

BNB: ‘Somewhere Good’ is always going to be special because it was the first release;
the first thing folks really got to take away with them. It was also our first time working
with producer Dave Minehan (Woolly Mammoth Sound), who we’ve come back to for all
three EPs, as well as our newest single, ‘Never Next Week.’ ‘When Yesterday Comes’ is
also special, mostly because we were so glad to actually finish it! Some of the songs on
there we had been working on for a few years. We released other singles (‘Faster,’ ‘Brain,’
‘Red Flags’) in the interim, but the songs that would eventually make up WYC went on
quite the journey. Tunes were partially recorded at different studios with different
engineers, but really weren’t coming together like we had hoped. It wasn’t until we
returned to Dave that things really started to gel. We’re proud to have all the songs out
there together on one release and the whole experience taught us to be as prepared as
possible when entering the recording process.

TB: You have released the single ‘Never Next Week.’ What is the story behind this song?
BNB: ‘Never Next Week’ is about reflecting on the past and seeing things from different angles.
More specifically, it’s about someone looking back on a relationship where they thought they were
more in control than they actually were. The concept of ‘I left you’ versus ‘you left me’ is reflected
in the lyrical flip-flop on the last chorus. In the moment, it’s not always easy to realize our mistakes.
That’s why people say it takes time to reflect and heal.
TB: As a band that has been in existence since 2007 how has the band grown over the years?
BNB: The band’s growth has been gradual but consistent. Obviously, it was a big shift from strictly
playing cover material to then writing our own music. We were fortunate that folks actually
responded well to our original songs. That was a great feeling. Then, as different members have
joined or left the band, they’ve all brought their personal influences. I think if you listen to our
discography from beginning to end, you won’t hear many left field musical attempts, but there is
always growth happening. You never want to be redundant or feel like you’re getting stale.
TB: How does the band stay motivated after all these years?
BNB: I’d say the new experiences and opportunities are one aspect that keeps us invested. These
big opener offers are consistently encouraging in that you have the chance to show people what
you’ve got in person, rather than relying on your music alone. Also, the feeling that you’re actually
progressing as artists is a wonderful motivator. Aside from that, we still have fun hanging around
each other, which is a bigger deal than many might think. It would be hard to keep things going,
even if you were still digging the music, if you all hated each other.
TB: You recently contributed to the Sing Me A Story Foundation which combines the
imaginations of children in hospitals, children's homes, vulnerable youth organizations, and
hospices with the talents of songwriters to create stories and songs. How did you get
involved in this project?
BNB: We were selected for Sing Me A Story through ReverbNation, actually. We submitted our
latest song as an example of what we have to offer, and they were kind enough to reach out to us
to be involved. It sounded like such an amazing thing to do for these kids, who are already so
creative even before the musicians get involved. The story we were assigned was a truly touching
one about a little girl and a dinosaur, where the overall message was one of acceptance and not
judging others simply at first glance. It was an honor to be involved with such a fantastic
organization.
TB: What is up next for Best Not Broken?
BNB: Next up is hopefully some actual in-person shows! We’ve got a few in the oven and are hoping
to be able to announce them in the near future. We’ve also been working on new material for
another EP. The tricky part is that a few tunes are slight departures from our usual sound, and we
want to find the right balance and tone for the release. It’s all very exciting and we hope to come
out of COVID swinging!
***
Hopefully, a new EP will be in the cards for Best Not Broken. If you live in the New England area
do yourself a favor and check out Best Not Broken when they have a show near you. Not having a
chance to perform live during most of 2020, these guys are probably tearing the roof off with all
their pent-up energy. You can see if the group is in your area and find out more about Best Not
Broken by following them on social media and visiting their website.

https://www.bestnotbroken.com/
http://bestnotbroken.hearmenow.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BestNotBrokenVideo
https://www.instagram.com/bestnotbroken
https://www.facebook.com/BestNotBroken/
https://www.twitter.com/bestnotbroken

