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REVERBNATION SPOTLIGHT

There are those that know what they want to do in life at an early age and pursue that path right away. The
path may lead in different directions, but they continue the pursuit of their dreams. Such is the case for Michelle
Lily, who at a young age, knew she wanted to be a singer. That journey has taken her to some of the biggest
stages in Europe, to the pages of Playboy Magazine (Italy) and even a career in modeling. The music called
her back, and with the new year she will be releasing her new album “Popstar.” Despite the hectic schedule
of working on the new album, Michelle was kind enough to answer some questions about her journey.
Tim Board: You signed your first production deal at the age of 15? What was that like and how did it
go?
Michelle Lily: I’ve always dreamt of being a singer from an early age. I started singing at the age of 4, so getting
my first production deal at 15 was like winning the lottery. You feel as though you’ve finally ‘made it,’ and then
you realize that, in reality, your journey has only just begun. It was hard work. I went to the studio every day
after school. At that moment in time, I pushed myself to learn how to write music and went into rehearsals for
shows. I was always a perfectionist and strived to be the best. I never wanted to be a ‘one-hit-wonder,’ so I
knew I had to work hard and put in the time and effort if I wanted to be around forever. I had to find who I was
as an artist, all while growing up at the same time…and that came with a lot of blood, sweat and tears.
TB: You have done campaigns for Nokia in the Middle East and Europe, along with other modeling
jobs. How do those compare to working in music? Are there any takeaways from modeling that you
incorporate into your music career?
ML: I’m 5’10, and ever since I was a child, I was always told that I looked like a model. I then stumbled into it,
although I never strived to be a model. I used the modeling industry as a tool for my music. I knew that being
in the music industry would require me to learn how to pose and ultimately, market myself and my music as a
product. I figured the modeling industry as a whole -- whether that be fashion, commercial, print and promo -would ultimately give me the training and insight I needed in order to better myself in the music industry. Along
the way, it also gave me the exposure and contacts I needed as well. So, that’s when I decided to fully pursue
it. The major difference that I experienced between both worlds is that in music, I feel as though I can be
myself. The vocals are mine, the lyrics are basically my heart and soul on paper, and every project that I have
participated in through the years, has been in one form or another, an evolution of who I was at that time as
an artist. Unfortunately, I can’t say the same for the modeling industry. In fact, it was the exact opposite. Brands
wanted me skinnier with less curves, stylists wanted my hair different, and agents wanted my body changed.
I will never forget the time an agent suggested I get plastic surgery in order to book more jobs. I was always
clear that I wanted to remain 100% natural. Thankfully, I have. However, it’s sad that they never treated me
like a human being. I was just another pretty girl down the runway. Everyone wanted to mold the version of
me who they thought I should be. That’s when I had enough and completely left the industry.
TB: Your first solo album, 'The Real Me,’ was released in 2009 and had much success in Europe and
opened a lot of doors for you in Italy. Talk about the creation of that album.
ML: The album ‘The Real Me’ was my official debut to the European market. I had put the world of fashion
behind me and focused on music at this point. I wrote the entire album myself, most of which was written on
the train in Italy going back and forth between Lake Garda, where I was living at the time, and Milan, where I
was recording. I remember looking out of the train windows at the beautiful Italian vistas and feeling so inspired.
‘The Real Me’ was my first studio album, so I was eager to put all my ideas down and create something from
scratch. It was fun to be able to experiment with different sounds and ideas and terrifying at the same time, as
I really didn’t know what to expect. After its release, it was the ice breaker of my career. It put me on the map
and gave me the opportunity to collaborate with many different artists. It paved the way for my TV and radio
debut as well, so it was a real turn-key moment of my career.

TB: You had a feature in Playboy (Italy) in June 2014. How did that opportunity
come about and was there any hesitation on your part to do the feature?
ML: Playboy was always something I wanted to do. There were various discussions
and meetings. I knew I wanted to be a part of the Playboy world, but I wanted to do it
tastefully. The offer came in as a 6-page editorial, and although I was honored, I initially
hesitated. I wanted to make sure that along with amazing photographs, they gave me
the opportunity to tell my story. It’s always been very important to me to be portrayed
as a strong and intelligent woman rather than simply a pair of legs with curves in all the
right places. I always insisted that my voice and my success be the focal point of the
story and that’s exactly what they did.
TB: Up until around 2016 much of your success was based in Italy and Europe.
Is that where you and the record company decided to focus on? I understand you
were living in Italy, but was there any consideration to expand to the US during
this time?
ML: Being born and raised in Queens, New York, I always dreamt about seeing the
world and doing things differently than others did. I always thought ‘out of the box.’ I
decided to stay in Italy after ‘The Real Me’ was released and explored my options in the
European market. I then transitioned into the world of dance music and released songs
such as ‘Feel Alright’ with Adam Clay and ‘Crazy Love’ with Dr. Feelx, not only in Europe, but worldwide. I had the honor of performing in full stadiums in big cities and
seeing my face on billboards in even small towns. It was all so surreal. I stayed there
for many years, but I felt it was time to leave the dance scene and simply ‘do me.’ My
inner roots from Queens screamed the desire to explore what I had close to my heart,
and that was R&B and hip-hop. I wanted my next chapter to be a reflection of who I was
and the only way to do that was to go back home. That’s when I decided to move back
to New York in 2016 and opened my label Lily Entertainment.
TB: In 2016 you returned to the US to start working on your 2019 album release
'Shine.’ Was there a difference in working on an album in Italy compared to working on an album in the US?
ML: Between making of the two albums, everything was different. First of all, I felt as
though I had to reprogram myself. In Italy, although they work hard, they take their time
with things. In America, time is money, so everything needs to be done yesterday, rather
than today or tomorrow. After almost 10 years living there, I needed to almost learn how
to be an American again in that sense. I needed to focus less at being an artist, as that
comes naturally to me, and more on the business aspect of things. Secondly, this time
around, with the album ‘Shine,’ since it was released under my own label, I was my own
boss. It was truly an exhilarating feeling. In some ways it was more stressful as I had
more boots to fill, but in other ways, it was easier. I was able to apply every idea that
popped into my head without passing it by a hundred people. Of course, I would share
my thoughts and plans with my team, but ultimately it was me that would pull the plug.
This sudden feeling of power rubbed off in my music, I feel. ‘Shine’ is confident, mature,
and most importantly, It’s ME.
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TB: How do you feel you have grown between the two albums ‘The Real Me’ and
'Shine’ as a writer, a singer, and as a musician?
ML: With the album ‘The Real Me,’ I wrote what I liked without following any formulas. I knew
what sounded good, but I was so young, and it was all still so new to me. I didn’t really know
what the public wanted, but most importantly I didn’t even know what I wanted out of that
album. I wrote and recorded the entire album in about 2 months. Vocally, I was also still
discovering my own voice, so I stayed relatively safe throughout the entire album. In ‘Shine,’
however, I pushed all boundaries. I did everything that I always knew I could do, but never
did -- from belting high-pitched ballads to rapping. I played with different genres of music
and released my inner ‘soul.’ My voice is definitely fuller and more confident. The lyrics are
bolder and all together, the album just flows perfectly. It was a long journey. ‘Shine’ took
about 4 years and was made in 3 countries over 2 continents with 12 different producers. It
was exhausting, but worth every minute of it.
TB: You are working on a new album to be released in 2021. What can listeners expect
on the new album?
ML: Like everything I always do, this new album entitled ‘POP’ will be shockingly full of
surprises. It’s going to showcase, yet again, a new side of me. I will stay true to my style,
which is influenced by many different genres, but I’ll bring everything up a notch. ‘POP’ will
be everything that pops out at you and anything but bubblegum pop music. I’m bringing this
album ‘home’ in the sense that I’m pulling out the little girl from Queens and letting the listener in to share my inner thoughts, my struggles, and most importantly, my dreams from
childhood up until this very day. This album for me is very special. It’s less of a commercial
product and more of a celebration of life. It’s a positive album with a vulnerable aspect. It’s
fun, upbeat, deep, and sassy -- all at the same time. Can’t wait to share it with the world!
TB: Outside of the new album for 2021, what else is Michelle Lily working on?
ML: On January 1, at midnight when the clock strikes and the world celebrates, my first
single off the album ‘POP’ entitled ‘Popstar’ will be released. Then, almost immediately after
(date TBD), the second single ‘Cookies & Cream’ will be released. Unlike your classic album
with songs and 2 videos at best, this album will be a visual album, so I’m currently working
with great teams of amazing producers and directors to creatively direct all of the videos.
We will be taking you on a journey and most importantly, give the people at home something
to smile about and look forward to…so stay tuned!
***
2021 sounds like it might be a promising year for Michelle Lily with a new album and videos,
bringing some joy to her fans, who in this crazy time of COVID, is much needed. You can
stay up to date on all that Michelle is doing by visiting her website or following her on social
media.
www.michellelily.com
www.instagram.com/michellelilyofficial
www.facebook.com/michellelilyofficial
www.youtube.com/michellelilyTV

